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Opens up? Fading within? Comes to? Where (in
what space, in what manner of space) do these lines
ultimately resolve themselves? Not, apparently, by
the coordinates of Barthes’ own equation, within the
QHXWUDO EXW LQ DQ pDOLYH
is perhaps 7.$!%'$intriguing in Barthes’ formulation
here is its last bit: ‘discourse comes to [the Neutral]
by means of the affect’. Might such a characterisa-
tion in the end help us to understand something
of what happens when disciplines — as ‘systems
of control in the production of discourse’® — come
sometimes, each in their own way, to face up to the
impassive face of the Neutral (by way of affect), and
how their lines of discourse — at least momentarily
untied or slackened — ultimately come to resolve in
an ‘alive elsewhere’, in immanence?

‘Disciplines’, Michel Foucault noted in his lecture
entitled ‘The Discourse of Language’, ‘constitute a

felt-relationality toward other (what-had-previously-
seemed non-adjacent) disciplines.

And yet... disciplines need to retain their ‘non-

H GV H i8 kvl ke gps disciplihdsHriom @sobidg their

vibrancies and loose threads and dangling lines
of discourse in the most unproductive of ways: by
turning into each other. ‘Resolve’ has many mean-
ings, one of which is ‘to become void’, but far

EHWWHU WR KHDG LQ WKH GLUHFWLRQ F

of ‘resolve’, such as ‘to become separated into
component parts’ or ‘to become convinced’. Barthes
cautioned, back in 1978, that the Neutral brings with
it ‘the temptation of the ultimate or of the “ur” para-
digm’.?¢ More recently, Isabelle Stengers has fretted
similarly that, with the cosmopolitical, she has come
too close to ‘transforming a type of practice of which
we are particularly proud into a universal neutral
key, valid for all’.?” The neutral (and particularly

VIVWHP RI FRQWURO LQ WKH S U R GIENMHER QR )3H)VoR)R/RY ¥sH ur s deragligm’,

its limits through the action of an identity taking the
form of a permanent reactivation of the rules.’?> And,
in many ways, affect is no doubt (3!%vholly unique
in its inconspicuously conspicuous unsettling of
different disciplinary practices and identities, since
disciplines are, after all, not infrequently struck by
a variety of vibrancies: ‘turns’, returns, and ‘fermen-
tations’, timely interruptions, nervous exhaustions,
tactical interventions, reckless exhilarations. And
yet ... and yet, there does seem to be something
singularly unsettling, something distinctly 3!")/8#%)

about the supple and immanent architectural-effec-
tuations of affect, so that when a discipline comes,
by way of affect, to the Neutral (as an impassive
delegation born of immanence’s own immanence),
it produces — simultaneously at the level of disci-
plinary expression and at the level of disciplinary
content — the curious (or not-so-curious?) effect of
a certain, yes, hyperconsciousness toward disci-
plinary boundaries, modes of address, thresholds,
organising pre-suppositions, research methods,
writing practices and the like, as it also ushers in
a differentially pathologised surface-surround of a

valid for the whole of the study of affect) will not do.
Disciplines — architecture, philosophy, communica-
tion studies, etc. — need their ‘non-s’ and their ‘alive
elsewheres’.

At the end of 1"1%#$%2"#03$34"5@®eleuze and
Guattari speak about how the plane of immanence
intersects with disciplinarity, of the interferences
that jump from plane to plane between disciplines,
of the interferences that lodge some fragment of

RQH GLVFLSOLQH LQ WKH SODQH RI

of the interferences that slip any disciplinary-local-
isation to address a discipline from its ‘non-’ place.
‘Even science has a relation with non-science that
echoes its effects’, they wrote, implicitly directing
these words toward Francois Laruelle.?® Pedagogy
should set to work — continue Deleuze and Guattari
LQ WKHLU ZRUNYV
UHODWLRQVKLS WR LWV pQRQ ¥
this ‘non-" was not present at (nor responsible for)
the birth of the discipline, nor will it serve as its
termination point; instead, the ‘non-" accompanies
the discipline at every moment of its becoming or

#QRODS 06 UDBUDSIKQ H TV
+RZHYH!
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